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(54) Adaptive multimedia service 

(57) The invention is characterized in that parts of a 
multimedia service which is executed in a mobile termi- 
nal is structured in form of different software compo- 
nents. The structure implies that an operator who pro- 
vides the service is given possibility to distribute the 
service in different parts via a data connection, control 
channel, to a user terminal. This implies that the service 



is divided into a number of software components such 
as control application, applications for video, audio, data 
etc, and a service function. By structuring the service in 
this way, the operator can tailor and, when applicable, 
upgrade a multimedia service in a user terminal by load- 
ing down, via the control channel, different versions of 
software components. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a device and a 
method at a mobile telecommunications system or data 
communications system which makes possible that one 
in said system provided multimedia service can be 
changed to fit the need of different users and geograph- 
ical areas within which said users may be in said system. 

PRIOR ART 

Multimedia services are very complex, which im- 
plies that it is very important that they both can be adapt- 
ed to the need of a user and to the conditions of the 
carrier network. 

In an environment with competing operators of mul- 
timedia services it is important that the operators get a 
possibility to create a distinctive image for themselves 
in spite of the fact that they maybe together utilize the 
same access network and carrier network. 

One aim with the present invention consequently is 
to attend to that the part of the mobile multimedia service 
which is implemented in software in the mobile terminal 
can be updated and adapted to specific user conditions. 

Another aim with the present invention consequent- 
ly is to attend to that one utilizes the frequency band- 
width of the mobile channel in an optimal way. This is of 
course of the greatest importance when the mobile 
channel is utilized together by a number of different us- 
ers and operators. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The above mentioned aims are achieved with a de- 
vice and a method which is set out in the characterizing 
part of the patent claim 1 respective patent claim 6. 

The present invention gives rise to a lot of different 
advantages such as, for instance: 

- an operator can offer a tailored mobile multimedia 
service connected to a user's identity, a user's wish- 
es or geographical position by loading down differ- 
ent versions of software components. In this way, 
for instance different handover algorithms and vid- 
eo encoders can be selected depending on geo- 
graphical position. 

- operators can design their mobile multimedia serv- 
ices independent of each other in spite of the fact 
that they are using the same carrier network and 
access technology, and in addition load down the 
softare which constitute the implementation of the 
service. 

an operator can control how a mobile terminal uti- 
lizes its carrier network. 

the costs at a change of a service will be compara- 
tively low. 
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a rapid effect is achieved by a changed service. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTON OF THE DRAWING 

In the following a detailed description of an embod- 
iment of the invention is given with reference to the only 
drawing. 

Figure 1 shows the construction of a mobile multi- 
media terminal according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN EMBODIMENT OF 
THE INVENTION 

The invention describes how the parts of a mobile 
multimedia service which is executed in a mobile termi- 
nal can be structured in the form of software compo- 
nents. This structure implies that an operator which pro- 
vides the service is given a possibility to distribute the 
service part by part via a data transmission facility (con- 
trol channel) to a user terminal when there is a need. In 
mobile connections where on has to utilize available 
bandwidth very efficiently, it is important that one only 
distributes the software components when there is a 
need (for instance at a new version) and that one by the 
suggested structure only need to distribute a part of the 
software (a software component). 

This involves that one utilizes the bandwidth of the 
control channel in an optimal way by only transmitting 
the part of the multimedia service which has to be trans- 
mitted, insted of, as in the previous technology, transmit 
the whole multimedia service packet. 

In the following now will be described how the mo- 
bile terminal in Figure 1 is constructed and how it func- 
tions. 

The mobile terminal includes a number of units 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6 which each can be updated with new soft- 
ware. These units are the control application unit 1 , the 
service function unit 2, the video application unit 3, the 
audio application unit 4, the data application unit 5, and 
the access function unit 6. Each unit consequently re- 
lates to a special software component. 

A mobile multimedia service which is executed in 
the mobile terminal in Figure 1 consequently is divided 
into the following software components based on differ- 
ent functional contents: 

1 . The control application t , via which a user can 
control the multimedia service and get information 
of its behaviour. 

2. Applications such as for instance video 3, audio 
4 and data applications 5. These can both include 
functionality to communicate with the world around 
(for instance with a user or corresponding applica- 
tion at another user) and internal processing of in- 
coming or outgoing information. 

3. The service function 2 which controls the behav- 
iour of the multimedia service, which also includes 
how the service function 2 of the mobile terminal 
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communicates with the service function which is in 
the fixed network (which is administered by an op- 
erator) and service logic in other terminals. The 
service function controls the applications 3, 4 and 
5 based on the user's wishes and the operator's $ 
service design. 

4. The access function 6 which includes for instance 
logic which handles signalling towards control func- 
tions in the fixed network which are needed to es- 
tablish a connection, control and surveillance of the 10 
bandwidth utilization of the mobile terminal and 
handover algorithms. 

These units 1-6 which executes their specific soft- 
ware components are strongly connected to each other is 
and exchange information with each other in form of sig- 
nals. By the operator distributing all parts which the mo- 
bile multimedia service consist of, he/she also will be 
reponsible for that the information exchange between 
the software components will function. 20 

By the different parts of the mobile multimedia serv- 
ice being implemented in form of software, they also can 
be distributed to the user via a control channel. At start 
this control channel is first established, on which the mo- 
bile terminal can check version number for the software 25 
components which are stored in the mobile terminal. For 
the software components the version numbers of which 
are not in accordance with the version number the op- 
erator signals, new software components are loaded 
down to the mobile terminal. 30 

There also shall be a possibility to load the mobile 
terminal with the above said software components with- 
out using a radio channel, for instance via an Ethernet- 
connection or CD-ROM-disk. 

To sum up, one can say that the invention in brief is 3S 
characterized in that parte of a multimedia service which 
are executed in a mobile terminal are structured in form 
of different software components. The structure implies 
that an operator which provides the service is given pos- 
sibility to distribute the service in different parts via a *o 
data transmission facility, control channel, to a user ter- 
minal. This means that the service is divided into a 
number of software components such as control appli- 
cation, applications for video, audio, data, etc and a 
service function. By structuring the service in this way, 4S 
the operator can tailor and, when appropriate, upgrade 
a multimedia service connected to a user's identity, 
wishes or geographical position, by loading, via the con- 
trol channel, different versions of software components. 

The above described is only to be regarded as an so 
advantageous embodiment of the invention, and the 
scope of protection in only defined by what is indicated 
in the following patent claims. 



Claims 

1. Device at a mobile telecommunications system or 



data communications system which makes possi- 
ble that one in said system provided multimedia 
service can be changed to fit the need of different 
users and geographical areas within which said us- 
ers can be in said system, 
characterized in that it includes just any number of 
units (1 , 2, 3, 4, 5, 6), at which in each of said units 
are stored, updated and executed specific software 
components, which correspond to parts of a com- 
plete multimedia service, based on the functions of 
said units. 

2. Device according to patent claim 1 , 
characterized in that said software components 
corresponding to a part/parts of a multimedia serv- 
ice, or a complete multimedia service, are transmit- 
ted by an operator via a control channel and imple- 
mented in said unit6 (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6). 

3. Device according to patent claim 2, 
characterized in that said units consist of a control 
application unit (1 ), a service function unit (2), a vid- 
eo application unit (3), an audio application unit (4), 
a data application unit (5) and an access function 
unit (6). 

4. Device according to patent claim 3, 
characterized in that said control application unit 
(1) is used by the user to control the mobile multi- 
media service and obtain information about the be- 
haviour of said service, said video (3), audio (4), da- 
ta application units (5) contain functionalities to 
communicate with the world around and internally 
process incoming or outgoing information, said 
service function unit (2) controls the behaviour of 
the mobile multimedia service and controls the ap- 
plication units (3, 4, 5) based on the wishes of said 
users and the service construction of said operator, 
said access function unit Includes logic which at- 
tends to signalling to the fixed network, which is 
needed to establish a connection, control and sur- 
veillance of the bandwidth utilization of the mobile 
terminal and to decide which handover algorithm 
that is suitable. 

5. Device according to any of the previous patent 
claims, 

characterized in that said units (1 , 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) in 
said mobile terminal are loaded with said software 
components via an Ethernet-connection or a CD- 
ROM-disk. 

6. Method at a mobile telecommunications system or 
data communications system which makes possi- 
ble that one in said system provided multimedia 
service can be changed to fit the needs of different 
users and geographical areas within which 6aid us- 
ers can be in said system, 
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characterized in that said, by an operator provided, 
multimedia service is structured in form of just any 
number of software components, at which said op- 
erator distributes said multimedia service in differ- 
ent parts corresponding to said software compo- s 
nents via a control channel to a mobile user termi- 
nal. 

Method according to patent claim 6, 
characterized in that said multimedia service is di- m> 
vided into a number of software components, such 
as control applications, applications for video, au- 
dio, data, service function applications and access 
function applications. 

1S 

Method according to patent claim 7, 
characterized in that said operator upgrades or 
transmits said multimedia service to a mobile user 
terminal by, via the control channel, only loading 
down the software component or components 20 
which are required for that said terminal shall obtain 
requested multimedia service. 

Method according to patent claim 8, 
characterized in that said mobile terminal is loaded 25 
with said software components via an Ethernet- 
connection or a CD-ROM-disk. 
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